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Each object of the reality around us has its own name or title. Most words in the 
language are names. Words name things (book, table, chair, TV), creatures (bird, 
man, wolf), abstract concepts (miracle, relaxation, beauty, joy), qualities and 
properties (good, big, deep, hardworking), etc. Each of these words does not refer to a 
specific specific subject, but to a whole class of identical subjects. These are common 
nouns or appellatives. But in the language there are also words that refer to only one 
thing or object, naming unique objects and beings.  
These are common nouns or appellatives. But in the language there are also 
words that refer to only one object or object, naming unique objects and creatures. 
These are proper names. These include geographical names, or place names (from the 
Greek τοπος - "place" and ονομά - "name", that is, the name of the place.) 
The world of place names is extremely diverse and interesting. From birth we 
live in this complex and endless world. Our planet is woven from the interweaving of 
place konames related to different eras and languages. Every day we hear them on the 
radio, we read them in newspapers, we see them on TV screens and computer 
monitors. Without them, it is impossible to imagine a geographic map or atlas.  
We perceive many events in our life through geographical names. However, we 
rarely think about what this or that, often well-known geographical name means. It is 
impossible to imagine a modern civilization without geographical names. Toponyms 
are an indispensable element in the development of society and humanity as a whole. 
Their totality within a particular territory is the result of centuries-old folk art, the 
creation of geographical names. 
Geographic names are a visiting card, which begins acquaintance with a 
country, city or natural object. It seems natural that it is necessary to comprehend 
toponyms, to find out how they appear, develop, change, which contributes to this 
process, and, of course, what they mean. All these questions are in the sphere of 
interests of a special science - toponymy. The need to study geographical names is 
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due to the significant scientific and practical significance of toponyms for a number 
of scientific areas. 
Toponymy is a scientific discipline that studies place names, their origin, 
development, current state, semantic meaning, spelling and pronunciation. This term 
should not be equated with the concept of toponymy - it is a collection of 
geographical names of a certain territory. The concepts of geographic nomenclature 
(from the Latin nomenklatura - "list of names"), toponykon (toponymicon) are 
analogous to the term toponymy. Thus, toponymy is an object of toponymy study. 
Toponymy is an integral scientific discipline. It arose at the junction of several 
sciences - linguistics (linguistics), history and geography. This is the complexity of 
toponymy, its complex interdisciplinary essence. 
From the point of view of linguistics, toponyms are, first of all, the words of the 
language, proper names. They represent a whole layer of the language and reflect the 
history of its formation and development. 
Geographic names - it is an element of vocabulary, a linguistic category, 
therefore they obey the laws of the language and should be studied by linguists. The 
branch of linguistics that studies proper names is called onomastics (from the Greek 
όνομαστική - "the art of giving names"). Onomastics studies various proper names, or 
onyms - names of people (anthroponyms), nicknames and names of animals 
(zoonyms), names of celestial bodies (astrononyms), names of tribes and peoples 
(ethnonyms), names of vegetation (phytoonyms), names of organizations and 
institutions (ergonyms ), etc. Among this set there is a place for geographical names 
or place names. 
Toponymy as a doctrine of geographical names explores not only their origin, 
but also their fate, the reasons for the change, the conditions for their occurrence. 
Geographic names have arisen during specific historical periods. They are 
chronological evidence of historical events. Toponyms changed over time in form, 
content, spread depending on specific events in history. Wars, population migrations, 
ethnic contacts leave their mark on toponymy. Each historical era is characterized by 
its own set of geographical names. They form a kind of toponymic layers of different 
times. 
Many place names are mentioned in historical documents (annals, scribes, 
letters, etc.) and are also objects of historical study. Thus, toponymy is closely related 
to historical science. The significance of toponymy for geography is great. 
Geographic names are an essential element of the map. They have a spatial reference, 
tell about the nature of settlement, development and economic use of the territory. 
The toponymy reflects the peculiarities of the nature of a particular region. 
Geographic names make it possible to reconstruct landscapes of past eras. A correct 
understanding of toponymy gives geographers a wealth of material for understanding 
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natural landscapes, the nature of the economic activity of the population, and 
ethnicity. It is geographers who know folk geographic terms, many of which form 
place names. The correct spelling of place names is very important for cartography. 
None of the sciences should have a "monopoly" on toponymy. 
Experience has shown that fruitful toponymic research can be developed using 
the methods and achievements of all three sciences. A toponymist (a scientist 
engaged in toponymy) should not only be a linguist, or a geographer, or a historian - 
he should be a toponymist. This provision, formulated back in the 60s of the last 
century, is decisive in modern approaches to toponymy as a science. Thus, toponymy 
is an independent "borderline" science, developing at the junction of three disciplines 
(linguistics, history and geography). 
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